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footing, enhanced their influence by aggressive efforts to
retain their flocks, and, rooted in British tradition, fostered
tolerance towards cultural diversity. The Church of England
itself had long pursued the ideal of comprehension and a unity
amid differences, while, since the seventeenth century, non-
conformist bodies had persistently contended for free associa-
tion within the state. Such cultural inheritance helped to
establish firmly in the overseas communities the ethics of
liberal-democracy, emphasizing, not formal declarations of
fundamental rights, but attitudes of mind reflected in a
tolerance towards diversity, a disposition to accept com-
promise, and the achievement of ends through voluntary-
assent.
Among economic associations trade unions of the British
type did much in Australia and New Zealand to determine
the nature of political parties and the forms of industrial
control by the state. Herein the development on the Cana-
dian and Australian frontiers was significantly different.
The eager and militant unions of Australian shearers and
bush men had no counterpart on the frontier of Canada,
where the toiler was a small and individualist farmer, not a
class-conscious wage-earner. In the two southern Dominions
trade unions helped to create that intricate structure of
industrial law which recognized the role of workers* and
employers1 associations in the achievement of labour stand-
ards. The pioneering trade unions throughout the overseas
Dominions were originally branches or affiliates of British
unions, and represented substantially the social philosophy
of the British working class modified by the new environment.
Those who fought trade unionism in the early years were
unfriendly to this British importation. The liberal Globe of
Toronto complained in 1872 of "the gratuitous introduction
from the old country into Canada of those industrial wars
which were the natural consequence of the antagonism of
classes and the depressed condition of the workingmen of
England but which have no justification here."7 Co-operative
societies frequently influenced the development of industry
TQuoted in F. H. Underbill, "Political Ideas of the Upper Canada Re-
formers1 (Report of the Canadian Historical Association, 1942, 112).